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Do more to help children in poverty says poll
NEARLY three quarters of people in 
Wales believe the Welsh Government 
should do more to lift children out of 
poverty, according to a new poll.

A Savanta ComRes poll for the 
public services union Unison Cymru 
found that 73% want more done, 4% 
less, 16% the same as now while the 
rest said they didn’t know.

One in three children in Wales live 
in poverty, according to the Joseph 
Rowntree Trust and Unison wants 
this to be urgently addressed by the 
next Welsh Government through 
investment in public services and 
high-quality council and social 
housing.

Many public services such as 

youth clubs, leisure centres and 
libraries have been reduced or 
disappeared in communities across 
Wales after 10 years of severe 
spending cuts driven by successive 
Westminster governments.

Unison’s poll shows a clear 
majority of Welsh people think good 
access to key public services 
promotes equality.

Some 69% believe good access to 
social care promotes equality in 
communities in Wales, while 63% 
believe good access to youth clubs 
does the same, as do 58% so far as 
good access to leisure centres is 
concerned.

The poll also found 63% of the 

public support the Welsh 
Government overseeing a building 
programme of high-quality council 
and social housing in Wales.

Unison branch secretary Jan 
Tomlinson said: “Unison healthcare 
workers at Betsi Cadwaladr 
University Health Board make 
regular donations to food banks in 
North Wales and recently we made 
sure hundreds of local children had a 
chocolate egg at Easter.

“Food bank use in Britain is at 
record levels. They should not need 
to exist in a civilised society. In-work 
poverty is growing and there’s been 
an increase in workers in the care 
sector, the NHS and councils, 

needing to use food banks.”
Launching a child poverty action 

plan last November, Welsh Labour’s 
Communities Minister Julie James 
said: “We have continued to review 
what more the Welsh Government 
can do to reduce costs for families, 
boost incomes and ensure the 
investment in programmes and 
services which contribute to tackling 
poverty is improving outcomes for 
children and young people, both in 
the short term and in the long term.”

 ■  Savanta ComRes interviewed 
1,021 Welsh adults aged 16+ online 
between April 1 and April 7. Data 
were weighted to be representative 
of Welsh adults.

1

Coverage is reproduced under license from the NLA, CLA or other copyright owner. No further
copying (including the printing of digital cuttings) digital reproductions or forwarding is permitted
except under license from the NLA, http://www.nla.co.uk (for newspapers) CLA
http://www.cla.co.uk (for books and magazines) or other copyright body.

+44 (0) 20 7264 4700

services@kantarmedia.com

www.kantar.com/media


